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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 1829 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CH SU 

SUBJECT: PEKING REJECTS CONDOLENCE MESSAGES SIGNED BY SOVIET AND 
EAST EUROPEAN CONTRAL COMMITTEES 

1 . FRIENDLY JOURNALIST BASED IN PEKING HAS ADVISED US THAT THE CHI- 
NESE HAVE REJECTED ALL MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE SIGNED BY THE RESPEC- 
TIVE CENTRAL COMMITTEES OF THE SOVIET UNION AND EAST EUROPEAN PARTIES 
(EXCEPTING RUMANIA AND ALBANIA, OF COURSE). JUDGING THESE MESSAGES 
TO BE A PROVOCATION - CENTRAL COMMITTEE MESSAGES WERE NOT SENT FOR 
THE CHOU EN-LAI OR CHU TEH FUNERALS - THE CHINESE AUTHORITIES HAVE 
RETURNED THEM ALL TO THEIR SENDERS. 
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2. SOME EAST EUROPEAN DIPLOMATS HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED TO JOURNALIST 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


THAT MESSAGES WERE IN FACT A DELIBERATE TRIAL BALLOON DESIGNED TO 
PROBE FOR EVIDENCE OF ANY PRO-SOVIET SYMPATHIES OR CONCILIATORY 
SENTIMENT IN POST-MAO LEADERSHIP. DECISION TO PUBLISH MESSAGES 
WOULD HAVE BEEN SEEN AS SUCH EVIDENCE. 

3. AS OF SEPTEMBER 14 THE ONLY MESSAGE FROM SOVIET UNION OR EAST 
ERUOPEAN COUNTRY (EXCEPT RUMANIA AND ALBANIA) PUBLISHED WAS SIGNED 
BY HUNGARIAN PRESIDENTIAL COUNSIL AND COUNCIL OF MINISTER A GOVERN 
MENT ORGAN. 

4. THIS SITUATION MAY ALSO EXPLAIN IN PART THE CHINESE DECISION TO 
INVITE SOVIETS AND THEIR EAST BLOC ALLIES TO PAY LAST RESPECTS TO 
MAO AT 1800 HOURS SEPTEMBER 13, BEHIND ALL OTHER MISSIONS INCLUDING 
USLO (SEE SEPTEL) AND IN SAME GROUP WITH FOREIGN JOURNALISTS. 
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